At the outset, I would like to thank most warmly Prof. Bill Hill for his outstanding reign as Editor-in-Chief of Proceedings B. He took over from Prof. McNeill Alexander in January 2005 and introduced a number of sweeping changes. In particular, owing to the rapidly increasing numbers of submitted manuscripts, he moved the journal from having a single editor making all the decisions to a more complex structure of an Editorin-Chief overseeing a team of Associate Editors and Board Members. Despite the increase in submissions, Bill and the publishing section of the Royal Society have been able to considerably reduce the mean time from submission to acceptance, which now stands at 40 days, while the mean time from submission to online publication is 70 days. Encouragingly, the international profile of the journal has also markedly increased. Overseas submissions still constitute the majority of submissions (73%) with a good percentage of submissions coming from North America (31%). Finally, the impact factor has also risen steadily and now stands at 4.11.
